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The Franciscan lectures in this volume were delivered in Salisbury Cathedral during the war; those on the
Jesuits at various centres of study in the diocese. They are now presented to a larger public, in the hope of
deepening the interest of the average reader in the religious enthusiasms of the thirteenth and sixteenth
centuries. It has long been the conviction of the writer that the study of ecclesiastical history in this country is
pursued in too insular a spirit and that it would be a great gain to the Anglican student to investigate those
wider movements which swept like an incoming tide over every part of Western Europe. The Franciscan and
Jesuit Orders present two very different attitudes of mind within the Church; the former tending to freedom, the
latter to the exaltation of external authority. They both have lessons to teach us, but there can be little doubt
which of the two is nearer to the spirit of Christ. St. Francis, the most romantic figure of the Middle Ages,
presents a type of mind well worth the consideration of a democratic age. The friend of all men, free from the
trammels of conventionality, he incarnated the spirit of humility and brotherly love without which all our
doings are little worth. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and
classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses
state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing
imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in...
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