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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on
demand. Paperback. 260 pages. Dimensions: 8.5in. x 5.5in. x 0.6in.The study of the British Empire was once
considered an essential part of the education of every child in Britain. It was as if no school in 1920s Britain was
complete without the familiar imagery of a world coloured pink with British overseas possessions. However, the
changing nature of British society over the last forty years has resulted in the empire being looked upon with a
sense of embarrassment by many, and hostility by some. Nevertheless, by contrast to the apparent indiDerence
of the public at large, the study of British imperialism by academic historians shows no signs of diminishing.
Indeed, the last two decades have seen renewed interest in the topic, with no shortage of new theories emerging
to add to the plethora of theories attempting to explain why Great Britain forged the largest territorial empire
the world has yet seen, when for most of the time, the British government appears to have been rather
reluctant to do so. This book focuses not on the military conquests and political horse-trading that resulted in
the expansion of overseas possessions, for there are many excellent studies which already deal admirably with
that. This book attempts to provide a fresh insight into how one decision, the move to make Queen Victoria
Empress of India, resulted in the British population having to make sense of the fact that their nation was in
possession of an empire in a fast changing world and that they had to decide just how to they could rationalise
this with changes at home that were moving the country slowly towards a modern liberal democracy based
upon the rule of law and a widening franchise. In particular,...
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