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NURSING, PHYSICIAN CONTROL AND THE MEDICAL MONOPOLY:
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES ON GENDERED INEQUALITY IN ROLES,
RIGHTS AND RANGE OF PRACTICE (HARDBACK)

Indiana University Press, United States, 2001. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 248 x 166 mm. Language: English
. Brand New Book. Nursing, Physician Control, and the Medical Monopoly traces the eEorts by physicians over
time to achieve a monopoly in healthcare, oFen by subordinating nurses-their only genuine competitors.
Attempts by nurses to reform many aspects of healthcare have been repeatedly opposed by physicians whose
primary interest has been to achieve total control of the healthcare system, oFen to the detriment of patients
health and safety. Thetis M. Group and Joan I. Roberts first review the activities of early women healers and
nurses and examine nurse-physician relations from the early 1900s on. The sexist domination of nursing by
medicine was neither haphazard nor accidental, but a structured and institutionalized phenomenon. EEorts by
nurses to achieve greater autonomy were oFen blocked by hospital administrators and organized medicine.
The consolidation of the medical monopoly during the 1920s and 1930s, along with the waning of feminism, led
to the concretization of stereotyped gender roles in nursing and medicine. The growing unease in nurse-
physician relations escalated from the 1940s to the 1960s; the growth and complexity of the healthcare industry,
expanding scientific knowledge, and increasing specialization by physicians all created heavy demands on
nurses. Conflict between organized medicine and nursing entered a public, open phase in the late 1960s and
1970s, when medicine unilaterally created the physician s assistant, countered by nursing s development of the
advanced nurse practitioner. But gender stereotypes remained central to nurse-physician relations in the 1980s
and into the 1990s. Finally, Group and Roberts examine the results of the medical monopoly, from the impact
on patients health and safety, to the development of HMOs and the current overpriced, poorly coordinated, and
fragmented healthcare system.
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