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double agents, femme fatales, dead dropsthe Cold War was a time of terrible anxiety, when nuclear war
between the world's two superpowers felt like an ever-present, sometimes imminent threat. The era provides a
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Lescroart, Laura Lippman, J.A. Jance, T. Jefferson Parker, and Sara Paretsky, as well as editors Jeffery Deaver
and Raymond Benson, the only American authors commissioned to pen official James Bond novels. In Joseph
Finder's "Police Report," the seemingly cut-and-dried case of a lunatic murderer in rural Massachusetts may
have roots in Soviet-controlled Armenia. In "Miss Bianca" by Sara Paretsky, a young girl befriends a mouse in a
biological warfare laboratory and finds herself unwittingly caught in an espionage drama. And Deaver's
"Comrade 35" offers a unique spin on the assassination of John F. Kennedy, with a signature twist. 384.
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