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of our lives. They are far more numerous than any other group of animals, for about 12,000 different kinds are
known to inhabit England, although the smaller and less attractive groups are very insufficiently known at
present; and at least twenty times this number are known to be found in other parts of the world. But in order
to obtain a general knowledge of British insects, it is by no means necessary to make yourself acquainted with
every one of these 12,000 species; for they have been divided into sections, so that each individual species can be
identified and its resemblances to those most like itself perceived, and its differences pointed out. When you
have acquired a general idea of the various sections of insects, you can then select the group which you like
best, and confine your attention to it; but most people, when they begin to collect insects, collect everything
which comes in their way, until they have formed this special preference. Naturalists have begun by dividing the
various objects which we see around us into the Animal, Vegetable, and Mineral Kingdoms. The Animal
Kingdom is again divided into several large sections called Sub-Kingdoms, to one of which, called variously
Arthropoda, Annulosa, or Articulata, insects belong. The Arthropoda have no internal framework of bones, like
vertebrate animals, but their bodies and limbs are formed of a number of jointed pieces, of a bony or horny
consistence, to which the muscles are attached on the inside. This outer...
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