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of the United States by Spain: A Lecture Before the Phi Beta
Kappa Society of Yale University, January 16, 1899 Fifty years
from now, the historian, looking back to 1898, will 110 doubt
see, in the course which things will have taken, consequences
of the proceedings of that year, and of this present one, which
will not all be bad, but you will observe that that is not a
justification for a happy-go-lucky policy; that does not affect
our duty to-day in all that we do to seek wisdom and prudence,
and to determine our actions by the best judgment which we
can form. War, expansion, and imperialism are questions of
statesmanship and of nothing else. I disregard all other aspects
of them, and all extraneous elements which have been
intermingled with them. I received the other day a circular of a
new educational enterprise in which it was urged that, 011
account of onr new possessions, we ought now to devote
especial study to history, political economy, and wliat is called
political...
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