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indexed. Not illustrated. 1858 Excerpt: to refer at once to 6, 7, 8, making the necessary changes in
nomenclature. 15. Soda, being widely diffused throughout the mineral kingdom, was formerly termed the
mineral alkali, to distinguish it from potass, which, as heing procured from wood ashes, was termed the
vegetable alkali. Ex. I.--Try Ex. g. with the ashes of burned sea-weed, --first an impure carbonate, and
afterwards a hydrate of soda will be obtained. 16. Soda is powerfully alkaline, neutralizing the strongest acids;,
it is extremely acrid to the taste, and very caustic. It, is employed in the manufacture of glass, and in making
hard soap. 17. Lithium, L=6. This is a rare metal, somewhat re sembling sodium, obtained from a few minerals,
and forming the base of an alkali termed Lithia, LOVery little is known about lithium or its compounds; the
latter give a carmine color to flame. 18. Ammonium, NH4=18. This is a hypothetical substance, being, according
to some chemists, the metallic base of Ammonia, which is a compound, possessing properties analogous f to
those of potass and soda, and exactly replacing them in combination. Ammonium has never been obtained in a
separate state, and if it really exists, it differs greatly from the other metals, inasmuch as it is a compound of
Hydrogen and Nitrogen, and not a simple body. 19. Ammonia, NH3 = 17. This is a gaseous body, formed by the
union of hydrogen and nitrogen. It is colorless, irrespirable, and of a pungent, acrid taste....
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