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Fiber Culture Flax for seed and fiber has been an established industry in Europe for several centuries, while in
each section where the industry has been carried on, a diAerent system has been practiced. Each system,
varying to a greater, or less degree, but all more or less satisfactory in their results. The Irishman, adopting one
system, being fully impressed with the idea, that his is the only correct one, and any departure therefrom is all
wrong, and the result of gross ignorance. With due care, a good article is produced, and he fondly hugs himself
with the delusive idea, that Irish flax is the best in the world.(?) I go across to Belgium, in the district of Courtrai,
I find an entirely and radically diAerent system in use, and a better and higher priced quality of flax fibre
produced there, Mister Irishman, to the contrary; notwithstanding. My Belgian friend is just as fully convinced
that the Irish system is all wrong. I leave Belgium and pass into Holland, and again find modifications in
practice. Likewise, in Germany, Russia, Scandinavia and Austria, all practicing the peculiar system handed
down from one generation to another as best adapted to their local conditions. During recent years, however,
the whole system of manipulating flax for fiber production is being modified to meet the requirements of
modern manufacturers. Formerly the flax industry in Europe was chiefly conducted by the small peasant
farmer, who grew the flax, retted, spun and wove it into domestic...
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