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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 116 pages.
Original publisher: Carlisle Barracks, Pa. : Strategic Studies Institute, U. S. Army War College, 2007 OCLC
Number: (OCoLC)137282287 Subject: Terrorism. Excerpt: . . . By mid-to late 2003, direct challenges from extreme
Islam and a violent Middle East were the most obvious manifestations of consequential environmental change.
Indeed, by September 2001, it was already clear that the United States and various Islamic extremist groups 7
would collide violently for the foreseeable future. However, though the most compelling immediate challenges
emanated from the War on Terror, contemporary terrorist and insurgent threats did not constitute by
themselves the sum total of the gathering hazards certain to confront the United States over time. Even before
9 11, many concluded that the persistent threat from violent Islamists was only one of myriad 8 challenges
complicating the nations strategic horizon. Until 9 11 and in spite of this recognition, however, the American
national security establishment failed to adjust its culture, structures, biases, and strategic orientation to the
environments already vast and mounting demands. Strategic complacency marked the 10 years spanning the
fall of the Soviet Union and al-Qaidas emergence as a consequential competitor. American success in the Cold
War hardened the national security elite against meaningful and neces-9 sary change. The development phase
of the 2005 National Defense Strategy ( NDS 05 ) gave birth to a novel description of the strategic environment.
This view is only imperfectly reflected by the oF-maligned and admittedly over-used Pentagon quad chart ( for
two early versions of the 10 quadchart, see Figures 1 and 2 ). NDS 05 was not a knee-jerk reaction to either the 9
11 attacks or the difficulties encountered in Iraq and Afghanistan. Rather, it was a carefully conceived and...
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