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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1914 edition. Excerpt: . with a plan, and to communicate it to others in precepts
that will enable them to produce similar products. (Hence it is probable that the word genius is derived from
genius, that peculiar guiding and guardian spirit given to a man at his birth, from whose suggestion these
original Ideas proceed.) (4) Nature by the medium of genius does not prescribe rules to Science, but to Art; and
to it only in so far as it is to be beautiful Art. 47. Elucidation and confirmation of the above explanation of
Genius Every one is agreed that genius is entirely opposed to the spirit of imitation. Now since learning is
nothing but imitation, it follows that the greatest ability and teachableness (capacity) regarded qua
teachableness, cannot avail for genius. Even if a man thinks or invents for himself, and does not merely take in
what others have taught, even if he discovers many things in art and science, this is not the right ground for
calling such a (perhaps great) head, a genius (as opposed to him who because he can only learn and imitate is
called a shallow-pate). For even these things could be learned, they lie in the natural path of him who
investigates and reflects according to rules; and they do not diFer specifically from what can be acquired by
industry through imitation. Thus we can readily learn all that Newton has set forth in his immortal work on the
Principles...
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