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indexed. Not illustrated. 1917 edition. Excerpt: .for the university,1 and added: Conceiving (if there be space
sufficient to afford it) that a botanical garden would be a good appendage to the institution of a university,
part of this square might be applied to that purpose. If inadequate, and the square, designated in the plan of
Major L Enfant for a Marine Hospital, is susceptible of that institution and a botanical garden also, ground there
might be appropriated to this use. If neither will admit of it, | see no solid objection against commencing this
work within the President s Square, it being previously understood that it is not to be occupied for this purpose
beyond a certain period; or until circumstances would enable or induce the public to improve it into pleasure
walks. The establishment of a botanical garden at the National Capital was also not infrequently the subject of
communications by various writers, printed in the public press and elsewhere, in which the importance of such
an institution both to the science and application of botany was discussed. In the opinion of a contributor to the
National Magazine for December 1, 1801, Perhaps nothing would tend more to benefit this city and the Nation
at large than that the seat of the general government should be the depository of the arts and sciences. With
this impression, | have sometimes speculated on fanciful improvements, and imagined the President s house
converted into a National Museum, where, as in Paris and London,...
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